
I expect that many of us will be glad to say goodbye to 2020. It has certainly been a 

difficult year and brought many challenges. However, we have had a year full of 

fun, adventure and learning with your wonderful children and although we are 

looking forward to 2021 and welcoming new and returning children back to our 

lovely centre we are sad to be saying goodbye to those who are heading off to Prep. 

We will make sure that we pop by to say “hi” to those children who will be going to 

Prep here at PBC and hope that children who are going to pastures new will call in to 

let us know how they are getting on. On behalf of our great 

team of educators I’d like to wish you all a Happy and Safe 

Christmas and 2021 

.   

Welcome Family and Friends  

Getting Creative 

We consistently provide children with a wide variety of media and love to see how creatively they use it 

and extend on their understanding of how the materials can be used. Sometimes we provide props as 

provocations and other times leave it totally to children’s imagination. Here a few examples of their de-

signs, explorations and art work this term.  
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Newsletter Collecting leaves to make 

necklaces 

Looking after patients in 

our kindy hospital.  

 

Many thanks for our seed-

lings. They are doing well.  

Learning about numerals 

and quantity  



A busy week for the children in term 4 was Naidoc week. We 

had discussions about the theme, “Always was, always will be”, 

what it might mean for the local Gubbi Gubbi people and why 

we start our day with the Acknowledgement to Country. We 

looked at Aboriginal symbols, chose our favourites, drew them 

on the ground using chalk, and also on to some gumtree bark 

we found. We listened to stories of the Dreamtime and 

watched some music videos by the band Yothu Yindi that sparked lots of enthusias-

tic dancing. We also chose our favourite Australian flag and, using paints, recreated 

them. The children were all really proud of their work. 

Naidoc Week 2020  

Emotional and social development strategies 

  Confident and Involved Learners and Effective Communicators 

After a big cupboard clear out we found a small “green sheep” toy, which be-

came a focus of investigation of the book “Where is the green sheep?” for the 

Joeys. From interest in the book came discussions about colours, emotions, 

gross motor skills and counting. We created our own green sheep, firstly by 

drawing our own interpretation, then choosing colours and gluing cotton balls 

onto sheep shapes. The children are still regularly playing “Where is the green 

sheep?” by taking turns to hide it around the room for friends to find it. 
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We have worked with the kindies this term to develop emotional and social strat-

egies. The children have developed an understanding of theirs and others facial 

expressions and are learning to attach emotions, use strategies and different ways 

to respond to these feelings. Throughout the term we have explored various tech-

niques to use to self-regulate and to identify and assist others in need. We have 

read literature, played various games, activities and role-play to develop our emo-

tional understanding. The children were immersed in daily interactions where they 

develop strategies to build their social capabilities in individual, small groups and in 

whole group scenarios. Children have developed a strong understanding of their 

self, their needs and have various strategies to make their needs known to others. 

Your children are leaving kindy with personal and social strategies to play, interact 

and cooperate with other children in prep next year.  

Celebrating our year at  PBC 

ELC with our educators, friends 

and families  

Looks as though they have a lot 

of things to sort out  



This term we have been creative with ways to enjoy water play. Teachers con-

structed learning areas that incorporated loose parts to encourage investigative 

learning. Using a variety of pipes, buckets and water bottles children enjoyed ex-

ploring mathematical and 

scientific concepts such as 

volume, density, velocity 

and momentum.  

This term, the Kindies focused on being ‘ready’ for prep. From conversations 

with numerous prep educators we wanted to focus on key aspects they identified as necessary for a 

smooth transition. We focused on fine-motor (pencil and scissor skills specifically); self-help skills; at-

tention, memory and listening skills. The children have participated in numerous activities to improve 

their fine motor skills to improve strength, accuracy and stamina when using pencils and scissors. We 

played fun games to increase our independence at meal times- opening packets, containers and filling 

own water bottles. We participate in the same routine and place our belongings in the same places so 

that we remember when things are happening and where our belongings are at the end of the day. The 

children have been immersed in puzzles, card games, memory games and are asked questions about 

literature after reading to increase and improve concentration, memory, comprehension and under-

standing. The children are taught listening strategies to improve listening comprehension and under-

standing. Development in these key areas is designed to improve your child’s transition to prep.  

Exploring concepts through loose parts play  

Getting Ready for Prep  

Using literacy and numeracy for a range of purposes  

Throughout the term children have been developing an understanding that liter-

acy and numeracy is used for a range of everyday purposes. We began discuss-

ing ways to use literacy and looked specifically at how to organise words to cre-

ate lists. Children brainstormed a variety of reasons we might use lists – grocery 

shopping, invite list for a birthday party, a recipe, Santa’s “naughty/nice” list, the 

Kindy daily roll. We extended by creating our own lists; organising the days of 

the week in order and after reading “Wombat Stew” children recalled and made 

a list of the ingredients added to the stew. We used imaginative play to make and 

taste the stew. We incorporated numeracy into this task by recording’ using tally 

marks, how many children thought the stew was “yummy” or “yucky.” We com-

pared the recorded data. We continued using tally marks in other areas of play. 

During a bean bag toss challenge, we made a list of children’s names and record-

ed with a tally mark each time a child successfully tossed a bean bag into the 

basket. At the end of the challenge we counted the tally marks and represented 

them with their written numeral. We compared results and discussed who got 

the most, the least or the same.  
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Christmas Tree Decorations to make together  
Simple salt dough recipe: 

1 cup of salt, 1 cup of water, and 2 cups of flour—mix, roll 

and cut into shapes. 

 

Decorate with cloves. 

 

Bake in a 150 degree oven for all eternity (or about 3 hours)  
Your house will smell lovely.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our new yarning circle is a great 

vantage point for watching our roos 

Racing boats in the creek bed—

which one will be the winner? 

Working together to build some 

cubbies  


