
 

tions’.  

I hope that you enjoy 

reading about a few of 

the wonderful experienc-

es your children have 

enjoyed this term.  

Welcome to our first  

newsletter of the year. It 

has been a delight to wel-

come new and existing 

families to the centre.  We 

have loved spending time 

talking with, watching 

and engaging with your 

children to truly get to 

know them. This enables 

us to ensure that we create 

an environment that 

stimulates their individ-

ual learning and sup-

ports them in reaching 

the next stage of their 

development. The founda-

tion for children’s aca-

demic skills are secure 

social and emotional 

skills and these are often 

the most challenging for 

children to develop. There-

fore, in term 1 we sensi-

tively develop their under-

standing of the expecta-

tions at the centre and 

support  and guide them 

in  following these. This 

enables children to feel 

safe, secure and valued 

and to develop strategies 

to deal with their ‘big emo-

Welcome Family and Friends  

Self  Portraits 

This term we have 

been getting to know 

each other and es-

tablishing children’s 

strong identity. We 

have done this in 

many ways including: 

forming strong, secure 

relationships between 

staff and children, 

welcoming new chil-

dren to our centre; 

learning each other’s names, each other’s 

likes and interests; talking about our own, 

and listening to 

each other’s 

thoughts and 

emotions. 

Children studied 

their faces and 

painted their self 

portrait and wrote 

their names on 

their artwork.  
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Using loose parts to 

extend our play 

and develop our 

imagination. 

Sharing  stories; 

developing a 

love of books and 

early literacy skills. 

Making banana 

cake with the ba-

nanas we ripened 

on our veranda.  

Telling our friends 

“All About Me”.  



This term the children 

have talked about and 

shared photos of their 

families during group/

focus child time, further 

developing their sense 

of belonging and identi-

ty.  

This has developed skills 

including confidence 

speaking in front of a 

group, building lan-

guage skills, asking 

questions, listening and 

taking turns in con-

versations.  

Children are also 

learning to cele-

brate similarities 

and differences in 

our wonderful fami-

lies, as well as, de-

velop cultural 

awareness.  

The children drew 

pictures of their 

families to add to 

our family wall. 

They focused on 

Our Families 

 The Strongest Boy  

Ruben shared a story called ‘The Strongest Boy’ written by Renee Irving 

Lee.  The children related to the message and language used within 

the story and linked it to their own experiences. We have started to ex-

plore the story in more detail and this will continue throughout the next 

few weeks. The children are learning the meaning of what it is to have 

a Strong Mind, Strong Voice and a Strong Heart. The children are prac-

tising these skills during their day, further developing their social and 

emotional skills.  Research has shown that children who develop strong 

social and emotional skills in kindergarten are significantly more likely to 

lead happy, successful adult lives. 

 

During group time our strong friend parrot visits to help us reflect on the 

times that children have used their strong mind, voice or heart during 

the day.  As children transition from reflection time, they enjoy choosing 

to give parrot a hug, high five or perform a dance. Sade noticed Jayda 

use her strong heart when caring for a friend that had fallen over and 

needed a band aid. The children are also becoming more aware of 

using their strong voices and mind to express themselves in a calm and 

positive way when negotiating with their peers.  

 

We are thrilled that  the author of the book, Renee will be visiting us on 

Tuesday 23rd April for group time to read and share her insights into the 

story. She will also give the children an opportunity to meet Bruce the 

parrot and engage in some learning experiences based on the story 

and illustrations. We are very excited to meet Renee and hope that this 

will inspire children to make up some of their own stories which they can 

illustrate and we can help them to scribe. We have order forms if you 

would like to order a copy of the book.  
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identifying and draw-

ing family members’ 

facial features and 

body: head; eyes; 

nose; body;  arms. The 

children identified 

each family member in 

their picture and de-

scribed what their fam-

ily looked like and 

some used their imagi-

nation to describe 

what their family was 

doing. We wrote our 

names on our artwork 



A foundation of sci-

entific learning is first 

hand opportunities to 

explore the proper-

ties of different mate-

rials. This term chil-

dren have been fas-

cinated with experi-

menting with differ-

ent mixtures; experi-

encing and develop-

ing their understand-

ing of concepts such 

as volume and ca-

pacity, absorption, 

weight, observing 

changes as substanc-

es are mixed or 

cooked, recognis-

ing liquids, solids 

and powders. They 

have been mak-

ing volcanoes, col-

our mixing, mixing 

cornflour and wa-

ter to make ‘gloop’, 

pouring water using 

funnels and measur-

ing jugs and cooking.  

 

Fun with Science 

Learning foundation literacy skills in play.  

Children's play is driven by their capacity to explore their interests, cre-

ating imaginary worlds. This type of play allows children to explore the 

power and use of literacy for communicating meaning through multi-

ple modes as they take on roles/characters, act out various scenarios 

and stories, create their own storylines, make up their own spoken 

lines (dialogue), interact and direct each other in play, and solve 

problems. 

 

This term children have directed this type of play which has provided 

a good opportunity for educators to include literacy rich experiences 

and different texts for purposeful reading and writing by the children. 

The children have been able to reinforce their understanding of the 

communicative value of written texts and also to experiment with 

‘writing’ as part of their pretend play; exploring ways of using literacy 

in a functional and playful way. We have established a Café with rich 

literacy embedded, including recipe books, menus, signs for the café 

name, a cash register and a clipboard for taking orders. In our office 

area we have had an array of provocations including envelopes, 

stamps a mailbox and paper which has been very popular. 

In group discussions both formally and informally the teachers 

have been extending children's emergent literacy by engaging in sus-

tained shared thinking, asking analytical questions, providing addi-

tional materials or play ideas to build on children's current literacy en-

gagement and encouraging children to listen to and identify initial 

letter sounds.  

Page 3 Term 1 

The children created puppets and puppet shows, 

creating lots of language experiences. 



 

 

For Your Information  

Links with School  

There are a couple of college initiatives that our families are welcome to 

be involved in: 
PIPS (Parent Information & Project Support )  https://
www.facebook.com/groups/pbcpips/?fref=nf  
This group supports the college (and centre) in raising funds and organis-

ing various initiatives including:  
 

Sprouts - a gardening group within the school which meets each Friday  

 
Recycling  - bags are available outside the main college entrance/our foy-

er. Once full they can be left at the far end of the car park for collection 

and the college receives payment per item. To find out what containers 

Dates for your Diary  

 

Good Friday Public Holiday 19th April 

Easter Monday Public Holiday 22nd April 

Anzac Day Public Holiday 25th April 

Labour Day Public Holiday 6th May 

Mothers’ Day 10th May 

Under 8’s Day 22nd May 

Blue for Autism Day (TBC) 19th June 

Prep Assembly 31st July 

Book Week 21st August 

Sports Carnival  (TBC) 22nd August 

Father’s Day   1st September 

Noosa Show Public Holiday 6th September 

RU OK Day (TBC) 11th September 

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 7th October 

Prep and Kindy assembly 23rd October 

Assembly Yr 12 Graduation 15th November 

Final Day of School 11th December 

Your feedback, comments, ideas or involvement in the centre are 

always welcome. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/pbcpips/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pbcpips/?fref=nf

